Postoperative course of serum aminotransferases after total hip arthroplasty.
Skeletal muscle trauma and acute coronary occlusion increase the values of aminotransferases, which might render the diagnosis of myocardial infarction in connection with major orthopaedic surgery more difficult. To find clinically useful distinctions, the postoperative course of serum aminotransferases (ASAT, ALAT, LD, GT and ALP) was recorded for the first 3 weeks following total hip arthroplasty and compared with the values found in patients with acute myocardial infarction. The level of ASAT increased during the first days following surgery. The highest recorded value of ASAT during the first 4 days was found to be lower than corresponding values in patients with myocardial infarction, although an overlap between the groups was seen. However, the LD value did not increase significantly following surgery, in contrast to the findings in patients with myocardial infarction. Later in the postoperative course, values for ALAT, GT and ALP rose as well. Two case reports on myocardial infarction after total hip replacement are included.